Diseases transmitted by blood transfusion.
Except for post-transfusion hepatitis (PTH), the transmission of disease by blood transfusion appears to be very limited. There are only a few case reports documenting the transmission of malaria and other parasitic diseases, syphilis, or bacterial infections. The ability to eradicate PTH will depend on the development of sensitive-specific tests for the non-A, non-B agent(s). In the interim, two important steps that might be taken to reduce the incidence of PTH are the careful recruitment of blood donors and, most important, the judicious use of blood and its components.